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Gunnar asked:

If where and how much you publish is a matter of how much you 
can afford to pay, how should this be reflected in responsible 
research evaluation?



Research evaluations



• "The more any quantitative social indicator is used for social decision-

making, the more subject it will be to corruption pressures and the more 

apt it will be to distort and corrupt the social processes it is intended to 

monitor." 

OR 

• What you measure is what you’ll get

Campbell’s Law



What’s wrong with publication-dominant research 
evaluation systems?

➢ There is concern around the misapplication of narrow criteria and 

indicators of research quality and impact

➢ And the systemic biases against those who do not meet - or choose not 

to prioritize - narrow criteria and indicators of quality or impact



The APC business model is used successfully by a 
minority of fully open access journals, BUT

link 

between 

JIFs and 

APCs 

Heather Morrison et al, 2021, https://sustainingknowledgecommons.org/2021/06/24/openaccess-article-processing-charges-2011-2021/



So what approach should the academics follow when 
choosing where to publish?

Should they publish on Open Plattforms instead of with the Journals?



Measuring openness?

• Is openness mature enough to be measured?

• Who will this discriminate against when we will have:
• researchers at wealthier institutions 
• with big open scholarship support teams
• perhaps their own Open University press
• disciplinary differences 
• …

Responsible Research Evaluation should be value-led

Valuing only journal publications is problematic -
but measuring open research is not necessarily the answer. 



The increase in APCs paid at my small university


